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ECPS Formative Observational Teaching Assessment
The purpose of this formative observation is to support instructor growth and improve teaching skills.  For this reason, instructors/GTAs will normally be observed in each new course that they teach, or if they request an observation, or if an observation has not been completed in a number of years.  The observation is typically completed by a course coordinator or other faculty member with knowledge of the course content, and will be for approximately one hour of class time.  Results will be shared and discussed with the instructors as soon as possible following the observation so that improvements can be made in the same term (if possible).  For this reason, students in the class are not involved in this assessment.

	Course Instructor:  
	Course:  

	Observation Date:  
	Observer:  



Organization: 

	
	Needs Improvement
	Satisfactory
	Exceptional

	Level of preparation 
	
	
	

	Timing/pacing 
	
	
	

	Logical progression and effective transitions 
	
	
	

	Appropriate amount of material 
	
	
	

	Time for questions and discussion
	
	
	

	Other: 
	
	
	


Comments:
Presentation:

	
	Needs Improvement
	Satisfactory
	Exceptional

	Communicates clearly and knowledgably
	
	
	

	Content consistent with course content and the depth of coverage is appropriate
	
	
	

	Knowledgeable about content (e.g., able to go beyond basic information; able to respond to broader questions and consider applications)
	
	
	

	Uses examples effectively to communicate implications of content
	
	
	

	Consistently and accurately translates theory into practice 
	
	
	

	Use of appropriate teaching techniques and teaching aids
	
	
	

	Answers questions effectively
	
	
	

	Overall academic rigor of presentation
	
	
	

	Other: 
	
	
	


Comments:
Instructor-Student Interactions:

	
	Needs Improvement
	Satisfactory
	Exceptional

	Elicits active involvement of students
	
	
	

	Shows respect for students (good rapport)
	
	
	

	Creates a climate in which students feel safe to discuss and take risks
	
	
	

	Creates a space for students’ ideas/experiences/contributions
	
	
	

	Maintains student engagement
	
	
	

	Capitalizes on teachable moments
	
	
	

	Monitors student progress
	
	
	

	Encourages deeper thinking
	
	
	

	Other: 
	
	
	


Comments:
Other Comments/Suggestions:
(e.g., notations on course outline and/or course design if appropriate, course evaluation procedures, general overall evaluation of the course/teaching, etc.)
Observer Signature:                                                             Date:                                                            
The signature below indicates that the instructor has been given the completed observation form and has discussed these results with the observer.  This does not necessarily indicate agreement with the results.
Instructor Signature:                                                            Date:                                                          
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